St Mary Cray Primary Academy
Autumn Term I
18th October 2019

Autumn Term Dates 2019
October 2019
Mon

21

Start of October Half Term Holiday (2 weeks)
November 2019

Mon

4

INSET day – children not at school

Tue

5

Autumn Term 2 Begins –
Children Return to School

Wed

6

Y2 Swimming & Forest School resumes

Thu

7

Theme Lunch – Festival of Light
EYFS & KS1 = FREE / KS2 = £2.30

Thu

7

EYFS 2020 Intake - Open Morning #1 @ 09:30am

Thu

7

Y6 Swimming & Forest School resumes

Mon

11

Y6 3v3 Basketball Competition @ Coopers TBC

Sat

16

Y5/6 Cross Country Run @ Crystal Palace

Thu

21

EYFS 2020 Intake - Open Morning #2 @ 09:30am

Fri

22

Y2 Visit to the Horniman Museum

Mon

25

Y5 Sitting Volleyball Competition @ Coopers
TBC

Wed

27

Y4 Visit to Tate Gallery

Wed

27

Parents Evening – from 1:30pm
December 2019

Thu

5

EYFS 2020 Intake - Open Morning #3 @ 09:30am

Thu

5

Hullabaloo MENCAP Carol Singing

Wed

11

Year 2 Swimming & Forest School – Last session

Thu

12

Year 6 Swimming & Forest School – Last session

Fri

13

Christmas Jumper Day

Fri

20

Break up for Christmas Holidays
January 2020

Fri

3

January INSET Day – Children not at school

Mon

6

Spring Term 2020 Begins
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Message from the Head of School
Dear Parents and Carers,
We’ve had a wonderful first half term this academic
year. Well done to all the children and adults for their
hard work, and a huge thank you to all parents and
carers for ensuring your children are in school every day
on time. Our attendance figures have risen dramatically
this year, and are currently at 96.4%. At this time of year
we tend to see increasing amounts of illness, so please
help your child to stay fit and well by washing their
hands regularly, having early nights, and wrapping up
warm in the changeable weather.

Please ensure your child brings a waterproof coat with a
hood to school every day, and a water bottle. We no
longer keep plastic cups in classrooms for hygiene
reasons.
Have a wonderful half term, and we will see everyone
back safe and sound on Tuesday 5th November.
Mrs Bild
Head of School

Message from the Executive Head
Welcome back for another school year. The term kicked
off with staff from my 3 schools training together to
understand our new feedback policy which will impact
on learning and develop skills of independence.

the end of the year. This is an exciting time for us as we
are able to work together using our most expert staff to
constantly review and refine what we teach. Together
we are better!

Midfield continues to support the partner schools with
the development of their curriculum by implementing a
knowledge based curriculum which will empower our
pupils and prepare them for their next stage in
education. We will shortly be sending home our new
knowledge organisers in history, geography and science
so you know exactly what the curriculum goals are by

Wishing all our pupils a successful year!
Warmest wishes

Mrs G Sesli (BA HONS, PGCE, NPQH)
Executive Head Teacher

Cray Forum Dot to Dot Litter Pick
Last weekend we took part in the Junior Cray Forum Litter
Pick. The children did a great job, and were presented with a
certificate to display in the school. Watch this space for more
local community events organised by the JCF members.
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Macmillan Cancer Support Fundraiser
Back in September we held a Macmillan Coffee morning
at the Oasis Hub, and an own clothes day for the
children at school to raise funds for the Macmillan
Cancer Support Charity. Thanks to you all, we raised a
Tea-riffic total of £174.66 for this great cause!

Attendance
Reminder – Attendance Procedures
We require supporting evidence for:

 All absences that are longer than one day
 All appointments that are during school
hours, or that require your child to arrive
late in the morning, or leave before the end
of the school day
Failure to provide supporting evidence will result in
your child’s absence being marked as unauthorised
and this could lead to a fixed penalty notice being
issued.

Absence has a negative impact on the academic
achievement your child reaches in school.
Please can you ensure that all messages regarding
absences come directly to me either in person or by
telephoning, or to the school office if I am not
available. Please do NOT send details of absence via
ClassDojo. This will help to avoid any confusion and
eliminate the potential for miscommunication.

Routine medical / dental appointments MUST be
taken outside of school hours.
Should your child be suffering from sickness or
diarrhoea they should only return to school when
they have been free of symptoms for 24 hours.
Occasional days off school soon mount up and
parents are not always aware of the impact of this.
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Emerald Class
Emerald class have been learning about Ancient Egypt
this half term. We had a special visit from an
Egyptologist who gave an insight into how the Ancient
Egyptians lived, and brought in some wonderful

artefacts which the children were able to handle and ask
questions about. They were especially interested in the
process of mummification!

Thank you from EYFS
We would like to say a huge thank you to Travis Perkins,
and their branch manager Trevor, for their very
generous and kind donation of decking, wood, sand and
paint for our Reception outdoor classroom. The area was
unable to be used due to broken flooring, but now, this

space is going to be used an outdoor art studio, where
the children can paint, make models using junk and
create arts and crafts projects. We have named our
school bear Trevor in their honour!

Trevor the Bear – Competition!
Where is Trevor hiding …?
Your children may already be aware of our furriest
member of school, Trevor the Teddy Bear! For a bit
of fun, we would like to start a fun competition;
each newsletter Trevor will be hiding somewhere
around school. If you can recognise the location,
send your child’s name and class via email to
admin@st-marycray.bromley.sch.uk. The names of
all the children who guessed correctly will go into a
hat, and the winner will receive a prize!
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Sapphire
Year 4’s trip to Eynsford Castle was definitely the stand
out day in Autumn term 1. The children enjoyed a trip on
the mini bus through the country lanes to see what this
ancient place had to offer. We enjoyed finding out about
the original castle and its inhabitants as well as looking
at the ruins and having an explore of the castle grounds.
Despite the early October chill, the weather was perfect

and we enjoyed a class picnic together before returning
to school. Back at school, we wrote our own stories that
were inspired by our trip to castle. Some wrote about
the adventures of servants from castles in the past,
while others wrote about castles that travelled through
time. Our trip definitely inspired some fantastic writing!

EYFS
In Reception this half term, we have been very busy
learning all about ourselves and our families. After
reading ‘Owl Babies’, ‘Aarrgghh Spider!’ And ‘Elmer the
Elephant’, we practised writing our names and learning
our colours; we learnt facts about spiders and made our
own spiders and spider webs; and we have begun to
learn about the changes we see in Autumn.
We have begun to use our phonics skills to recognise,
say and write our new sounds and are beginning to read
and write some simple CVC words, such as mat, mad,
sad and cat. In maths, we have learnt our numbers to 8,
saying 1 more than, recognising and counting our
numbers and matching numerals to quantities. Each
week, we have looked at a new shape and will be

continuing to recognise and name circles, squares,
triangles and rectangles.
Our class trip was a visit around the local area, noticing
the different places to visit around our school and
understanding where we belong. We walked past the
local dentist, through the local park, along the River Cray
and to the Nugent Shopping Centre. On the way back,
we saw some of our local nurseries and our local church.
We talked about road safety, crossing zebra crossings
and roads safely and then discussed all the places we
saw when we got back to school.

Topaz
This term we have been learning about Space, the
French Revolution and Hinduism. During our space topic
we visited the Planetarium at Greenwich, where we
were taken into space and saw the solar system and
beyond.
The French Revolution has taught us all how to be a
good leader and not make the same mistakes as King
Louix XVI: we re-enacted his timeline in groups which
finally ended in his beheading!

Learning about the commitment Hindus show for their
religion has helped us as a class realise what we are
committed to.
We have also finished Alex Rider ‘Mission 1:
Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz, we have written
non-chronological reports about Portuguese Man 'O
War, diary entries, persuasive letters and even designed
our own gadget and pitched the idea in a 'Dagon's Den'
style setting.
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Diamond
It has been a busy half term so far; we have been on a
local area walk, we have learned about direction and
even how to read maps. We have continued to learn
our sounds and how to read during our Read, Write Inc.
phonic lessons and this is coming in handy during our
English lessons. Maths has been hands-on with a lot of
practical activities that have seen us learning about
place value, addition and subtraction.
Science has been about our favourite subject:
ourselves! (and animals!) PE has kept us fit and has
taught us how to change direction and control our
bodies as we move around.
Attendance has been really good in Diamond class this
half term. We are hoping to get first place at least once
next half term so we can have a non-uniform day on a
Friday!

to a slightly more formal setting sitting at tables during
the day. It is a difficult transition but we have seen the
children go from strength to strength with their school
work. We have also been really impressed with the
homework that children have been bringing in - keep it
up! We are looking forward to learning about some
exciting new topics after the half term break.

The children have made us very proud with the
transition into year 1, going from learning through play

Reminders
School Uniform

Flu Vaccination Forms

Another reminder to parents
and carers to ensure to name
ALL items of uniform,
especially school jumpers and
PE kits, and now we are
coming into colder weather,
your child’s coat!

Please could you ensure that your NHS Flu Vaccination
forms are filled in and returned to school as soon as
possible, even if you are declining the vaccination.

GDPR Regulations Letter
Your child will have previously been issued with a letter
regarding GDPR Regulations. Parents/carers MUST
declare whether they give consent to display their child’s
photo in school alongside their first name (for example
on Award Certificates, or School Committee boards).
SMCPA must be GDPR compliant, so we require these
forms to be returned as soon as possible please. Thank
you.

Secondary Admissions: Sept 2020
Parents/Carers of Current Year 6 children – please be
aware that the deadline for Secondary School
Admissions for September 2020 will close on
31st October 2019. Please ensure that you have
completed and submitted your form by this date, or you
may not be offered your first choice.
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Notice from Temple URC – Boys & Girls Brigade
The Temple United Reformed Church in St. Mary Cray
were pleased to be able to see and extend a warm
welcome to the young people of St. Mary Cray Primary
Academy at their annual Harvest Festival Service on
Monday 14th October 2019. Our Church has a long
association with the Academy as many of our members
were former pupils and started their own education
there. The Temple Church is also home to our local
Boys’ & Girls’ Brigade Companies where we offer a
wide range of innovative activities that are not
available in other youth groups. We have been part of
the youth activities at the Temple Church for over 70
years and in that time thousands of young people have
gone through membership. Following a recent
recruiting campaign, we able to offer a small number of
available spaces for any young person between the
ages of 5 and 13 years. We would like to extend a warm
welcome to your son/s and daughter/s to come along
and try it out, as many parents before have seen the
advantages and skills we can offer our young people.
Full details of meeting times can be found on our social
media sites or alternatively please contact us in
advance.
13th Bromley Boys’ Brigade:
https://www.facebook.com/13thBromley/
13th Boys’ Brigade - Website:
http://www.13thbromley.co.uk
1st St Mary Cray Girls’ Brigade: https://www.facebook.com/1stStMaryCrayGB
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Onyx

Onyx class have been getting to grips with the Year 6
Curriculum in Autumn term 1, gaining new skills across a
range of subjects.
In English, the children have written in a number of
genres including, Diary, Non- Chronological reports and
playscripts. They developed understanding around the
topic of migration and gained extensive understanding
of the events of World War 1 through our study of the
book Warhorse.
In Science we have started to look at the role of the
circulatory system. The children have learned how to

measure their heart rate as well as carry out
investigations.
In history, we have explored the extensive topic of
World War 1. The children have built mock trenches as
well as designing and making their own periscopes and
testing them out.
Swimming and Forest School has continued to be a part
of the week which the children look forward to. The
have developed their confidence in the water as well as
using the forest school area to make, design and play.
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Excellence Awards
Congratulations to the following Children who won an Excellence Award this Half Term:

Opal: Bryn & Katie
Pearl: Freya & Skye
Diamond: Adrian & Molly
Emerald: Mila & William

Ruby: William & Ainara
Sapphire: Rachel & Xolani
Topaz: Mary-Lou & Archie
Onyx: Hayden & Venus

Well done!!!

PTA Monster Bash
A lot of spooky fun was had last night at the PTA
Monster Bash Disco! We would like to thank all the little
monsters, our parent volunteers, PTA and staff members
who came together to make the event such a success:

we raised over £200! Here are a few of our favourite
costumes from the night (more to follow in next term’s
newsletter)!
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Notices
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