
 

 

 

 

Clued Spelling Boxes 
 

Resources designed by Lynda Clark 

 

Based on ‘cued spelling’ by Keith Topping (2001)  

and ‘word boxes’ by Valtin and Naegele (2001).  
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pupils in devising their own clues for words. 

 

p25 - Photo of pre-made clue cards  

Pre-made clue cards designed to support children who might find making 

their own clue cards difficult. 

 



Spelling Boxes 

Pupils need to have been pretested on word lists.  This could be done through whole class 

testing on a list of twenty every so often.  Alternatively pupils could test each other in 

pairs.  Words which the pupil can already spell should be highlighted on their record sheet, 

those that they do not know should be ‘dotted’. 
 

 
 

Once a pupil has progressed through a whole set of words they will need to be tested on 

these (in pairs with another pupil / by the teacher / TA) and these should then be marked 

by the teacher / TA.  Words which are correct can be highlighted off on the sheet (any 

words which a pupil has spelt wrongly and then self-corrected may need to be counted as 

wrong as this indicates that the spelling is not secure).  Words which are incorrect will need 

to return to the beginning and be practiced again, with adult support / a different clue if 

necessary.   

 

Days One - 

Five 

Pupils to have blank cards in the front section of their spelling box (‘New 

cards’). 

  

Speller to pick one new word that needs learning (word that has been 

‘dotted’) and then to work with their tutor, using the steps to learn the 

spelling.  If the speed test is correct the card moves one step back into 

the ‘clue learnt’ section.  If it is wrong, the pupil should repeat the steps, 

with support if needed.  Tutor and speller then swap roles. 

  

Or 

  

Pupils work independently on a couple of their words, making the clue 

cards using their sheets and then covering the words and writing them.  

After a set period of time pupils swap the words they have practiced 

with their partner and carry out a speed test on each other with any cor-

rectly spelt words moving into the ‘clue learnt’ section. 

  

If time: pupils to swap boxes and speed test each other on words that 

are further back STARTING at the back and working forward. 



 

S
e
ctions in S

pe
lling b

ox
 

5 Completed 

Final speed test completed (separate day). 

  

Once a number of cards are in this section (around 

5-10), the pupil should be tested on all of these (in 

pairs / by teacher / TA) and have their test marked 

by the teacher.  Correctly spelt words to be high-

lighted on the sheet.  Incorrect words should re-

turn to the start of the box for pupil to receive 

support on.  Pupil can bin any completed cards. 

4 Speed test 2 complete Additional speed test completed (separate day). 

3 Speed test 1 complete Additional speed test completed (separate day). 

2 Clue learnt 

Once a pupil has made the clue card (using the clue 

sheet), practised this and done a speed test to fin-

ish (see steps) the word moves to this section. 

1 New cards Blank cards go in this part of the box. 

       

  Pre-test 

Pupil to be tested on a set of words.  Words which 

the pupil can already spell should be highlighted on 

their record sheet, those that they do not know 

should be ‘dotted’. 
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Pre-made cards with spellings written on one side and the clues on the other (the colour of 

the cards corresponds to the word lists).  These are designed to be used by pupils who 

might struggle to make their own cards.  



Two Year Six pupils using the Clued Spelling Box system to learn spellings. 


